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Memorandum to ICC Member States

Subject: Call for Cooperation in Enforcing ICC Decisions on the Situation in the State of
Palestine

Dear Members,

In a historic and momentous development, the Pre-Trial Chamber | of the International
Criminal Court (ICC) unanimously issued two decisions on November 21, 2024, rejecting
Israel's appeals under Articles 18 and 19 of the Rome Statute. Furthermore, the Chamber
issued arrest warrants against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense
Minister Yoav Gallant for charges that include war crimes and crimes against humanity.

The Court found reasonable grounds to believe that Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Gallant bear
criminal responsibility for the following:

1. The war crime of starvation as a method of warfare.
2. Crimes against humanity, including murder, persecution, and inhumane acts.
3. Intentionally directing attacks against civilian populations.

These grave violations, which have targeted innocent civilians in the Gaza Strip, constitute
flagrant breaches of international humanitarian law and undermine fundamental
principles of justice and human rights.

This landmark decision places a responsibility upon ICC member states to uphold
international justice by executing the arrest warrants, ensuring the effective protection of
victims, and combating impunity.

We, the Palestinian Association for Human Rights (Witness), call upon member states
to:

First: Adhere to Article 89 of the Rome Statute, which legally obligates member states to
fully cooperate with the ICC, including the execution of arrest warrants. Failure to do so
not only expose states to international accountability but also weakens the global justice
system and diminishes victims' trust in the law's ability to deliver justice.

Second: Ensure effective protection for victims. The suffering of Palestinian civilians,
particularly women and children, necessitates immediate action from member states to
support the Court’s efforts in delivering humanitarian aid and promoting justice. These
victims are not mere statistics but include mothers who have lost their children, entire
families erased from civil records, and a community facing starvation and genocide.



Third: Guarantee that impunity is not an option. Demonstrating commitment to
international law and ICC decisions sends a clear message that crimes against humanity
will not go unpunished. This is essential to deterring future crimes and maintaining
international peace and security.

We emphasize that supporting the ICC during this critical juncture is both a legal and
moral obligation. International solidarity in confronting these crimes sends a powerful
message to the world that justice is not a slogan but a tangible practice embodying respect
for shared human values.

Accordingly, the Palestinian Association for Human Rights (Witness) recommends the
following actions:

e Facilitate the execution of arrest warrants: Member states must take necessary
measures to apprehend and surrender the accused to the ICC.

e Enhance support for the ICC: Provide logistical and technical support to enable
the ICC to conduct its investigations effectively.

e Safeguard the Court’s independence: Protect the ICC and its staff from undue
pressure or actions by certain states seeking to influence its decisions.

e Allocate resources to support victims: Dedicate additional resources to assist
victims and affected communities, either through direct aid or specialized
international mechanisms.

e Convene emergency meetings: Coordinate among member states to hold urgent
meetings aimed at reinforcing collective commitment to ICC decisions and
ensuring accountability.

We, at the Palestinian Association for Human Rights (Witness), urge member states to
firmly stand by justice and the rule of international law. Your cooperation during this
pivotal momentis not only a legal obligation but also an opportunity to demonstrate that
international justice can confront the gravest crimes and deliver redress for victims.

With utmost respect and appreciation,
Palestinian Association for Human Rights (Witness)

November 25, 2024



