An open letter from civil society organizations calling for
international intervention to stop the Israeli aggression against the

Gaza Strip

Greetings,

Civil society organizations and human rights groups closely monitor
the brutal Israeli crimes against civilians in the Gaza Strip. The
Israeli occupation continues to launch violent airstrikes on residential
areas in the region, resulting in the deaths of more than 10,000
Palestinians, mostly children and women, and injuring thousands

more.

On October 17, 2023, the Israeli occupation committed a horrific
massacre, as the Israeli Air Force bombed the Al-Ahli Arab Hospital
"Al-Muammarani' in the middle of Gaza City, resulting in the deaths
of over 500 people and injuring dozens of displaced patients seeking

refuge.

The number of casualties is expected to rise due to the ongoing Israeli
military operations. These crimes are a continuation of numerous
atrocities committed by the Israeli occupation against civilian

populations in the occupied Palestinian territories.

0 +96170142893 @ www.pahrw.org @ pahrw@pahrw.org - pahrwitness@gmail.org
0 witness.hokook 0 pahrwshahed



It is important to note that hospitals are afforded international
protection under international humanitarian law. Article 18 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 stipulates that hospitals must be

protected from attacks, as do the two Additional Protocols of 1977.

Article 25 of the Hague Convention prohibits the attack or
bombardment of cities, towns, residential areas, or buildings not
defended by means of military necessities, regardless of the means
used. The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court affirms
that deliberately directing attacks against civilians or against civilian

objects not taking direct part in hostilities "'constitutes a war crime."

On the other hand, the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights,
"Francesca Albanese,” stated that the people of Gaza are facing
genocide, warning of the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians. The UN
Special Rapporteur on the right to water, ""Pedro Arrojo-Agudo,”
considered the restriction of people's access to vital resources as a war

crime.

In this context, Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Galant officially
announced on October 9, 2023, the imposition of a "‘complete
blockade' on the Gaza Strip, including the closure of crossings, the

ban on the entry of food, fuel, and medicine, the cutting of water
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supplies, and the refusal to allow humanitarian aid to reach the
civilian population in Gaza. It should be noted that the occupation
has effectively imposed a blockade on the region since 2007, resulting
in significant humanitarian disasters. The occupation currently
bombs civilians and kills children, women, and the elderly without
prior warning, targets ambulances, and bombs hospitals, schools, and

civilian infrastructure using phosphorus ammunition.

While acknowledging the right of Israel to self-defense, the
international community should also recognize the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination, the establishment of their
state, and self-defense in accordance with international law, which

grants rights to peoples under occupation.

We emphasize that the systematic aggressive behavior by the Israeli
occupation constitutes collective punishment and amounts to
genocide of the Palestinian people in the Gaza Strip. In this context,
we call on the international community to intervene seriously and
decisively to stop the Israeli crimes against civilians in the Palestinian

territories and the people of Gaza. We urge the following:
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1. An immediate ceasefire and UN assurance to protect over two
million Palestinian civilians in Gaza living under Israeli
military occupation and siege.

2. Exert pressure on the Israeli government to lift the blockade on
the Gaza Strip and open safe passages for the entry of
humanitarian aid.

3. Ensure the entry and delivery of sufficient quantities of
humanitarian and relief aid without any obstacles — including
food, water, fuel, and medical supplies — to meet the urgent
needs of the civilian population in the Gaza Strip.

4. The international community and high contracting parties to
the Geneva Conventions of 1949 should take practical steps, in
accordance with their legal obligations, to compel the Israeli
authorities to respect these conventions and to halt all policies
that violate the rights of Palestinians.

5. Based on its commitment to international humanitarian law,
the international community should deliver humanitarian aid
to all those affected by the Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip
and enhance cooperation with other humanitarian actors.

6. The International Criminal Court should initiate an
investigation into the crimes committed by the Israeli
authorities in the Gaza Strip and the occupied Palestinian

territories.
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